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AISC Director Search
By Hanay Geiogamah, Interim Director, AISC

Thanks to the dedication and commitment of the hard-
working ten-member committee and its chair, Professor 

Paul Ong, the search for a new director of the American Indian 
Studies Center (AISC) has almost been concluded. Three 
excellent candidates visited the UCLA campus in March and 
April. The finalist will be announced later this spring.

The first candidate was Professor Angela Riley, the Irving D. 
and Florence Rosenberg Professor of Law at Southwestern Law 
School in Los Angeles. A veteran litigator when she joined 
Southwestern’s faculty in 2003, she was also named Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation of 
Oklahoma, of which she is a member. Her recent scholarship 
focuses on the protection of Native American intellectual and 
cultural property, as well as other legal issues related to the 
rights of indigenous communities.

Professor Jace Weaver, Professor of Native American Studies, 
Religion, and Law and Director of the Institute of Native 
American Studies at the University of Georgia, was the second 
finalist. He specializes in the intersection of Native religions, 
literatures, and communities. He is the author or editor of nine 
books in the field, three of which have won important national 
awards. He holds two doctorates, a JD from Columbia 
University and a PhD from Union Theological Seminary. 

The third candidate was Professor C. Matthew Snipp, 
Professor in the Department of Sociology at Stanford University. 
He has been a research fellow at the US Bureau of the Census 
and a fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral 
Sciences. Professor Snipp has published three books and more 
than sixty articles on demography, economic development, 
poverty, and unemployment. He serves as an appointed mem-
ber of the Census Bureau’s Racial and Ethnic Advisory 
Committee. 

Each of these three distinguished applicants acknowledged 
their respect for UCLA’s American Indian Studies Center, for 
its prestige and long history of leadership in the field. One of 
them will soon step into the director’s role and begin his/her 
tenure of work and commitment to our program. We must all 
pledge our sincere support and cooperation to the new director 
and welcome this person with respect and gratitude. Aho. 

Exciting Developments in 
American Indian Studies 
By Felicia Hodge, IDP Chair

While the American Indian Studies Center is undergoing a 
great deal of healthy change, the American Indian 

Studies Interdepartmental Program (AIS-IDP) is also 
experiencing significant programmatic changes. These changes 
have been taking place consistently over the last two years 
under the appointment of the IDP Chair, Dr. Felicia Hodge. 
Some of these changes include: (1) the creation of IDP-
developed and -approved program bylaws; (2) greater resources 
for current and potential students, such as a student handbook, 
a Web site, www.americanindianstudies.ucla.edu, recruitment 
calendars, and a recruitment film (in process); (3) regular 
meetings with faculty to address issues such as classroom 
scheduling, faculty recruitment, and student needs; (4) changes 
to the master’s degree requirement of the written thesis—an 
exam is now available for both current and past students  
who did not complete their degree due to incomplete 
thesis submission.

New changes on the AIS-IDP horizon include a planned 
addition to our faculty to teach AIS introductory, history, 
English, and research courses. This is taking place concurrently 
with a curriculum review, which is revisiting past class offer-
ings with an eye to meeting student and program needs. 
Faculty committee work has been particularly effective during 
this time, and the Admissions Committee reviewed a record 
number of applicants, proudly offering admission to more than 
twelve new students for this fall.

This academic program continues to provide financial sup-
port for student activities in areas such as the annual pow wow, 
visiting scholars, special speakers, and graduation ceremonies. 
Much is being done to ensure that, despite a shortage in fac-
ulty, student programs and courses will continue to be 
supported and offered. Although progress is being made, it is 
important to stress that our plans for the future place the needs 
of our students at center stage—in terms of academic prepara-
tion, counseling, financial aid, and student life. Check with 
your faculty mentors and chair to get the latest on the impor-
tant changes happening here at UCLA’s IDP and AISC. 
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JESSICA O’NEILL  
(Yurok)
Thesis: ”Pohlik-lah: The Drawing To
gether of Two Cultures”

A historical inquiry looking at the meld-
ing of cultures between the Yurok and the 
people who invaded their lands beginning 
in the 1860s, this study provides a unique 
statistical and demographic perspective on 
the history of the Yurok people during the 
past 150 years. It is the first attempt made 
to analyze the history of the Yurok people 
in demographic terms.

THERESA YSABEL RoCHA  
(Oneida/Ojibwe)
Thesis: “The Intertribal Court of Southern 
California: Implicit and Explicit Expres
sions of Justice in Southern California 
Indian Country”

This is a study of how ten American 
Indian tribes in San Diego County decided 
to redefine their political sovereignty to an 
external audience through the formation 
of a tribal court consortium. This work 
examines how tribal communities are suc-
cessfully melding traditional tribal legal 
systems with that of Western jurispru-
dence, resulting in culturally conscious 
ways to deal with the relevant and critical 
legal issues that face their tribal mem
bers today.

KARI MAnS 
Thesis: “Navigating NAGPRA: The Effect 
of Federal Recognition in Cultural 
Resource Sovereignty”

This thesis examines intertribal coali-
tions centered on repatriation and cultural 
resources protection between federally 
acknowledged and non–federally recog-
nized tribes. Under the Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), only federally recognized 
tribes can request repatriation from muse-
ums and agencies receiving federal funds. 
Nonrecognized tribes have navigated this 
legislation by entering into coalitions with 
federally acknowledged tribes to begin the 
process of regaining ownership of their 
cultural objects.

The Next Generation of Yurok!
Please join in celebrating the welcoming of our newest community member,  

Alex Christopher (Yurok) born on 
February 3, 2008

to parents Ray Carter and second-year MA student Jessica O’Neill (Yurok).
Little Alex Christopher weighed in at 7 lbs., 12 oz. 

and cannot wait to follow in his mommy’s footsteps in joining our academic 
endeavors!

The UCLA American Indian community sends our warmest blessings  
to the entire family!

Congratulations, Second-Year MA Students!
Please join the American Indian Studies Center and Interdepartmental Program in proudly congratulating our graduating MA students. 
We applaud their academic diligence, fantastic research, and deep commitment to the preservation of indigenous cultures displayed 
throughout their time here with us at UCLA. 

KImBERLy RoBERtSon 
(Muscogee Creek)
Thesis: “Unidentified Bodies—Docu
menting the Movement to End Violence 
Against Native Women”

The objective of this project is to articu-
late the activism and organizational 
strategies that Native women have 
employed to illuminate and combat the 
horrific problem of violence against Native 
women that both endangers the lives of 
individual women and erodes the sover-
eignty of Native nations. Additionally, this 
project will result in an archival resource 
for Sacred Circle: National Resource Center 
to End Violence Against Native Women. 

RAymonD NAyLoR HUntER 
(Paiute-Shoshone) 
Thesis: “An Examination of the Socio
political Structure of the Lone Pine Indian 
Community: A Comparative Analysis”

This work presents a sociopolitical his-
tory of the Lone Pine Paiute and Shoshone 
people. It seeks to demonstrate the exis-
tence of devices that will act as mobility in 
the form of self-learning and renewing cul-
tural ties that are developed by rethinking 
pedagogy and sovereignty. As analysis, 
one can postulate changes and the effects 
of colonization over time as a means of 
cultural survival in the quest for a new 
epistemology among the Indian people. 

Alex Christopher

s
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UCLA’s Campbell Hall Blessing Ceremony

February 25, 2008 marked an important day in Campbell Hall history as the Academic Advancement Program (AAP) celebrated 
its thirty-five-year anniversary. AAP is the nation’s largest university-based program geared firmly toward student diversity. It 

offers a number of critical services—including tutoring, retention support, academic counseling, and transfer mentorship to low-
income and underrepresented populations—to support the UCLA community. To commemorate this momentous occasion, our local 
community member Jimi Castillo (Tongva) performed a blessing ceremony and offered his wisdom on the importance of higher 
education for people of all 
backgrounds.

Some of the local Native 
organizations involved in
clude the drum/singers 
United American Indian In
volvement; Elton Naswood, 
Executive Director of the 
Red Circle Project along 
with Counselors Franette 
Tolon and Mattee Jim; Nora 
Pulskamp, Director of UCLA 
American Indian Recruit-
ment (AIR); and Kat High, 
Director of Haramokngna 
American Indian Cultural 
Center.  

In Memoriam

Melissa L. Meyer
Melissa L. Meyer, historian of American Indians, died April 9 of complications from a cerebral hemorrhage suf-
fered the previous summer. She was 53.

Born in Cincinnati, Ohio, of mixed Irish, German, and Eastern Cherokee heritage, Meyer received her PhD in 
American history from the University of Minnesota in 1985. With the publication of The White Earth Tragedy in 
1994, Meyer established her reputation as a leading scholar in her field. In her book, she detailed the expropria-
tion of land from the Anishinaabegs of the Great Lakes region from 1889 to 1920. 

Meyer was an active and engaged faculty member, both at UCLA and in the profession at large. In addition to 
being a member of the Department of History, she was associated with the UCLA American Indian Studies 

Center and with the American Indian Studies Interdepartmental Degree Program. A generous and attentive mentor, Meyer worked 
closely with undergraduate and graduate students alike. Her course materials blended American Indian autobiographies with contempo-
rary issues that caught the attention of students. An undergraduate in the class she was teaching at the time of her stroke described her as 
“a great professor who was very enthusiastic about the material she taught, and it showed in her class.” She inspired by example. One 
graduate student remembers her as never being afraid to “roll up her sleeves” and get into the trenches to demonstrate what good teach-
ing was about. 

She was as civic-minded as she was tough-minded. She applied her expertise in museology to assist in the design of a permanent 
exhibit at the Smithsonian Institution’s Museum of American History. She acted as a consultant on Native American issues for CBS News, 
the Smithsonian, the Minnesota Chippewa tribe, the US Department of Justice, Indian Claims Division, and the History Channel.

Meyer’s untimely death has saddened her students and friends as well as her colleagues, both in the UCLA History Department and 
in the larger, national Native American studies community. She is survived by her mother, Helen Meyer; her sister, Diana Meyer-Margeson 
of Loveland, Ohio; her husband, Russell Thornton, a professor in the UCLA Department of Anthropology; her daughter, Tanis; and her 
son, Zane. 

Drum/Singing Group, United American Indian Involvement—Los Angeles: Eric 
Acosta, Donald Salcedo, Ramon Enriquez, Jeremy Billy,  Jesse Cowboy, Max Heath, 
CJ Martinez, Vernon Dalson

Jimi Castillo at Campbell Hall 
Blessing Ceremony, Feb. 25, 2008




